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Comparisons 
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Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 
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Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Practical  Jokers  ii»  Hlcli  Places— A  Plu- 
tarcltian  Parallel  Bitnecn  Abraham 
tjineoln  anil  Louis  INapoHon. 

Flutarch  made  liimself  and  the  great  charac- 
ters of  antiquity  famous  by  his  ingenuity  in 
discovering  and  illustrating  pointe  ot  resem- 
blance between  the  famous  personages  whose 
lives  he  sketched.  He  found  out  that  between 
two  men  apparently  dissimilar  to  each  other  in 
all  that  marked  their  pubic  career  there  were, 
here  and  there,  points  of  contact  which  brought 
them  into  affinity  and  established  a  close  re- 
semblance. And  to  his  skill  in  detecting  and 
describing  these  parallels  Plutarch  is  indebted 
for  much  of  his  own  reputation  as  a  historian, 
and  the  great  men  of  the  pas*t  are  indebted  for 
the  immortality  which  they  enjoy. 

There  are  two  famous  personages  now  play- 
ing their  parts  on  the  stage  of  the  world  who, 
though  apparently  as  unlike  aa  ir.en  can  be, 
have  strong  points  of  resemblance  in  their 
character*.  They  are  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  and  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  peculiarity  in  which  they  are  alike,  and 
to  which  each  of  them  owes  his  high  position, 
is  their  being  two  of  the  greatest  practical 
jokers  of  the  age.  How  did  Louis  Napoleon 
attain  to  the  imperial  throne  of  France? 
Through  his  talents  as  a  practical  joker.  How 
did  Abraham  Lincoln  reach  the  Presidential 
chair  of  the  United  States,  and  how  is  he  likely 
to  hold  it  for  another  four  years?  Why  un- 
doubtedly through  his  talents  a9  a  practical 
joker. 

Let  us  illustrate.  Louis  Napoleon,  on  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  Reickstadt,  the  son  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  became  the  heir  to  the 
glory  and  aspirations  of  the  name  he  bore.  His 
heritage,  however,  appeared  to  be  of  little  real 
value.  His  family  was  proscribed,  be  was  an 
exile  in  Switzerland,  and  Louis  Philippe,  the 
Citizen  King,  was  firmly  seated  on  Ike  throne 
of  France.  As  an  ordinary  man  he  would  have 
succumbed  to  the  force  of  circumstances,  ami 
sought  for  promotion  in  the  regular  course  a" 
an  officer  of  the  Swiss  army.  As  a  practical 
joker  he  knew  a  trick  worth  two  of  that.  Thai 
trick  was  to  keep,  through  the  eccentricities  of 
his  conduct,  his  name  before  the  French  peo- 
ple, and  to  remind  them  that  he  was  the  heir  of 
the  great  Emperor.  After  some  disastrous  ex- 
periences in  support  of  a~  revolutionary  move- 
ment in  Italy,  and  after  identifying  himself 
with  the  Polish  revolution  of  1831,  he  perpe- 
trated the  joke  of  getting  up  ahostife  expedition 
against  Louis  Philippe.  He  landed  at-  Stras- 
bourg, immediately  found  himself,  with  all  his 
adherents,  in  the  guardhouse,  anS  was  soon 
after  sent  on  his  travels  to  America.  European 
statesmen  and  politicians  shook  their  heads 
and  pronounced  him  a  silly  fool.  They 
did  not  know  then  what  a  practi- 
cal joker  he  was,  and  that  he  had  really 
attained  his  object,  which  was  simply 
to  keep  his  name  familiar  in  France.  Soen 
after  he  came  very  near  involving  Switzer- 
land in  a  war  with  France  for  giving  him 
shelter:  and  thi?,  too,  served  his  purpose.  Then, 
having  gone  to  London,  and  keeping  steadily 
in  sight  the  same  object,  he  published  hie  fa- 
mous work,  "Les  Idees  Napoleoniennes."  In 
1840  we  find  him  once  more  making  a  descent 
upon  the  coast  of  France,  landing  at  Boulogne 


with  two  or  three  followers  aud  a  live  eagle 
which  he  had  procured  from  some  travelling 
menagerie.     Again  he  was  soon  enjoying  the 
hospitalities    of  the  guardhouse,  and  again 
sensible  people  exclaimed— "What  a  ridiculous 
simpleton!"   But  still,  as  usual,  he  was  quietly 
playing  his  game.   The  great  state  trial  which 
followed   the  Boulogne  attempt,  and  which 
ended  in  his  being  sentenced  to  perpetual 
imprisonment,  was  part  of  the  joke.   He  car- 
ried  it  out,  too,  in  the  fortress  of  Ham.  where 
he  was  constantly  corrupting  the  garrison  aud 
winning  over  regiment  after  regiment  to  Napo- 
leonic ideas.   At  last  an  opportunity  for  escape 
was  offered  him,  and  he  availed  himself  of  it. 
to  the  groat  delight  of  Louis  Philippe,  who  was 
puzzled  what  to  do  with  him. 

Finally  came  the  revolution  of  1848,  the 
flight   of    the    Citizen    King,    the  bonfire 
made  of  his   throne    and    the    proclama-  I 
tion    of    the     republic.     Louis    Napoleon,  i 
then    in    Loudon,    packed    up    his    valise  I 
and    started    for    Paris,     much    to    the  ! 
j  annoyance   and  disgust  of  the  provisional  i 
|  government.   He  was  elected  to  the  National  I 
Assembly  by  one  district  of  Paris  and  by  three  ! 
other  constituencies;  but,  as  the  decree  of  j 
banishment  had  not  beeu  revoked,  and  as  there 
was  seme  effort  made  to  have  it  enforced,  he  j 
resigned  his  seat  with  a  great  flourish,  and  again  j 
betook  himself  to  his  familiar  haunts  in  Lon-  ; 
tion.   Still  again  people  pronounced  him  a  fool,  \ 
and  still  again  he  was  playing  his  game  as  a  \ 
practical  joker  of  the  first  order.   Elected  by  ; 
fire  constituencies  the  following  September,  he  j 
returned  to  Paris,  took  his  seat  jn  the  National 
Assembly,  *ni  there  convinced  people  that  he  • 
had  bo  talents  of  a  serious  order.   He  wag  i 
therefore  looked  upon  as  a  harmless,  eccentric 
individual.   The  election  for  President  of  the 
|  republic  was  approaching.    Cavaignac,  the 
I  great  general,  who  had  en*eared  himself  to 
I  France  by  his  squelching  of  the  red  republi- 
I  cans,  was  the  prominent  candidate,  and  his 
election  was  regarded  as  certain  over  such  can 
didates  as  Ledru  Rollin.  Raspail  and  Louis 
Napoleon;  but  when  the  ballots  came  to  be 
counted  the  latter  had,  out  of  seven  and  a  half 
million  votes,  five  and  a-half  millions  in  his 
favor. 

And  all  this  was  the  result  of  the  prac- 
tical jokes  of  Strasbourg  and  Boulogne.  By 
and  by  he  managed,  through  the  coup 
rVetat  of  the  2d  of  December.  1851,  to  se- 
cure for  himseli  the  French  empire;  and 
then  for  the  first  time  sensible  people  began 
to  rub  their  eyes  and  to  acknowledge  that 
Louis  Napoleon  was  not  such  a  simpleton  as 
tbey  took  him  to  be. 

Just  so  is  it  with  our  highly  respected  Chief 
Magistrate.    By  dint  of  good  humor,  good 
stories,  and  some  eccentricity  of  conduct,  he 
transferred  himself  from  the  skippership  of  a 
Mississippi  flatboat  to  the  position  of  a  village  I 
lawyer  in  Illinois.   Here  he  was  the  great  j 
tavern  joker,  and  his  fame  became  noised  s 
abroad  over  the  whole  State.   Leaning  back  '■ 
upon  a  rough  homemade  chair,  with  his  feet  j 
cocked  upon  the  back  of  another  one,  he  used  I 
to  relate  anecdote  after  anecdote  to  the  gaping  j 
bumpkins  of  the  village.   His  jokes  and  funny 
stories  were  inexhaustible.   Like  the  school-  I 
master  in  Goldsmith's  "Deserted  Village," 

Ami  still  he  talked,  aad  still  the  wonder  grew ,  I 
How  one  small  head  could  carry  all  he  knew. 
He  was  a  practical  joker,  and,  like  Louis  Na- 
poleon, had  always  an  object  before  his  eyes 
which  no  one  but  himself  knew  anything 
about.  The  opportunity  came  fo  him,  as 
it  comes  to  every  one  once  in  life. 
Douglas,  the  little  giant  of  the  West,  was  a 
candidate  for  re-election  to  the  United  states 


Senate;  - and  who  should  the  republicans  of 
Illinois  determine  on  rvining  against  him  but 
the  tavern  joker  of  Springfield?  And  he  made 
such  capital  speeches  and  told  such  funny 
stories  in  the  canvass  Slat,  he  barely  escaped 
being  elected  instead  of  Douglas. 

But  he  did  escape,  and  by  that  very  fac»W 
happens  to  be  the  actual  President  of  tho-;\ 
United  States,  and  probably  the  prospective  f 
President  too.   The  Chicago  Convention,  not  ' 
being  able  to  agree  upon  any  of  the  prominent 
candidates,  fell  back  upon  the  practical  joker 
of  Springfield,  and  gave  him  the  norainatiot4 
and  the  democratic  party,  by  its  split  into  two''! 
factions,  made  his  election  certain. 

And  thus  it  came  to'  pass  that  Abraham 
Lincoln,  through  his  practical  jokes,  became 
President  of  the  United  States,  ju3t  as  Louis. 
Napoleon,  through  the  exercise  of  the  same* 
talents,  became  Emperor  of  the  French.  But  j 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  not  done  with  his  jokes. 
The  idea  of  a  Cabinet  collection  of  rival 
Presidential  candidates—  a  sort  of  Happy  Fami- 
ly arrangement — is  attributable  to  his  un- 
controllable love  of  fun,  combined  with  the  plot 
of  choking  them  all  off  before  the  next  election. 
Seward  and  Chase  and  the  other  Cabinet  curi- 
osities do  not  see  it  in  that  light,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  regard  their  chief  as  little  better  than 
a  clumsy  country  simpleton.  Aud  he  en- 
courages them  in  that  view,  and  enjoys  nothing- 
better  than  enlivening  the  discussions  of  grave 
questions  in  council  by  relating  a  little  bit  of  an 
anecdote  of  which  he  is  reminded.  By  and  by 
they  will  see,  as  Cavaignac  and  the  other 
French  leaders  saw  in  Louis  Napoleon's  case, 
that  there  is  nothing  of  the  simpleton  about  j 
him,  but  that  be  is  one  of  the  great  men  and 
original  characters  of  the  age. 

The  parallelism  between  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Emperor  cannot 
be  fully  elucidated  in  the  space  of  a  newspaper 
article.  Some  Future  Plutarch  will  take  up  and 
trace  the  points  of  resemblance  between  theso 
two  remarkable  characters.  We  simply  call 
attention  to  them,  and  supply  a  few  hints  and 
suggestions  for  the  use  of  coming  historians 
who  may  have  to  write  the  lives  of  the  two 
great  practical  jokers  of  France  and  America. 


JNapoleon  &  Lincoln 


.     OLD-TIME  FACTS  AND  FANCIES. 


On  e  or  two  friends  who  have  read  my  papers 
on  President  Lincoln  in  these  reminiscences 
have  expressed  themselves  skeptical  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  faith  in  his  destiny 
as  a  great  political  leader,  a  faith  so  great 
that  he  river  doubted  that  he  would  one  day 
be  president  of  the  United  States.  And  yet, 
ihe  truth  is,  Mr.  Lincoln  never  saw  the  day, 
after  he  became  capable  of  grasping  the  idea, 
that  he  did  not  unfaltering-ly  believe  that  he 
would  one' clay  attain  to  that  high  position. 
The  published  lives  of  President  Lincoln  are 
nearly  all  of  them  written  for  commercial  pur- 
poses and,  with  this  design  in  view,  with  the 
set  intention  of  pandering  to  the  common  and 
vulgar  idea  and  theory  of  President  Lincoln's 
life  and  character  and  with  the  purpose  of  not 
offending  cr  traversing  that  idea  and  theory. 
And  so  they  have  all  of  them  carefully  con- 
cealed and  covered  up  the  inside  history  of  the 
man  himself. 

-*  * 

Nevertheless,  it  is  to  me  simply  a  bald  truism 
that  Lincoln  the  statesman  and  the  president 
cannot  be  separated  from  Lincoln  the  man.  In 
European  countries,  as  a  general  proposition, 
only  the  head  of  a  great  state  has  the  power 
and  opportunity  to  bring  out  a  collection  of 
the  sayings  and  doings,  the  thoughts,  aspira- 
tions, ambitions  and  acts  of  a  predecessor  of 
his  on  an  imperial  or  kingly  throne.  Probably 
no  work  of  this  description  presents  a  more 
truly  monumental  character  than  the  vast  col- 
lection of  "Correspondance"  relating  to 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  I.  collected 
and  published  under  the  auspices 
and  authority  of  Napoleon  III.  And 
yet  unfortunately  this  great  work  has  the  de 
fects  as  well  as  the  advantages  of* its  high 
origin.  The  reason  is  plain  to  see.  The  head 
of  a  state  is  tempted  to  consider  other  inter- 
ests besides  those  of  historic  truth.  And  so  very 
many  valuable  papers  which  may  have  been 
deemed  discreditable  to  the  Bonaparte  family 
have  been  omitted  -from  the  Ndpoleonio  "Cor- 
respondance." Of  these  the  most  important 
have  been  all  documents  of  a  purely  personal 
or  domestic  nature.  And  thus  because  of 
s,uch  omission,  which  we  have  in  the  "Corre- 
spondance," the  life  of  Napoleon  the  prince, 
we  have  it  entirely  separated  from  Na.poloen 
the  man. 

* 

Meanwhile, ours  being  a  republic  which  never 
eug-ages  itself  in  the  business  of  book-making 
or  history-making  for  posterity,  that  task  de- 
volves upon  some  self-constituted  compiler  of 
historical  events,  with  the  result  that  instead 
of  being  guided  by  the  eternal  principles  of 
truth  and  veracity  this  fantasmal  specimen  of 
a  Moses,  a  Herodotus,  a  Gibbon  or  a  Macaulay 
simply  consults  that  variable  and  versatile 
oracle  called  public  opinion,  using  his 
own  microscopic  moral  and  men- 
tal vision  in  the  operation,  with 
the  result  of  presenting  to  the  world  the  larg- 
est disclosure  of  falsity  and  misrepresentation 
in  human  events  and  things  which  has  ever  at 
any  time  been  made. 

-* 

This  is  how  these  current-of-the-market  his- 
tories of  Abraham  Lincoln  represent  not  Lin- 
coln as  he  really  was  but  a  sham  Lincoln,  a 
veritable  imposture.  And  yet  this  real  Lincoln 
of  ours  was  so  very  essentially  the  man  Lincoln 
that  all  of  his  achievements  are  marked 
strongly  with  his  individuality,  with  a  per- 
sonality so  unique,  that  its  fellow  cannot  be 
found  in  all  the  pages  of  the  world's  history. 
* 

Messrs.  Hay  and  Nicolay  would  fain  have 
us  believe  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  not  of 
the  earth  earthy.  Nevertheless,  no  man  who  had 
been  with  Lincoln  and  seen  him  for  a  compara- 
tively short  period  but  must  have  been  most 
forcibly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  all  his 
qualities,  good  and  bad,  were  emphatically 
human ;  and  so  judging  from  this  belief  no  man 
whohad  thus  been  with  him  can  look  upon  him 
in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a  personage  all 
of  whose  undertakings  and  achievements  were 
marked,  and  with  more  than  human  force, 
not  only  by  and  with  his  personal 
opinions  but  with  his  individual  desires 
»nd  interests.  Nor  in  thus  writing  do 
I  wish  to  be  understood  as  claiming  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  not  a  man  of  principle  or 
that  he  was  essentially  and  perfectly  selfish,  as 
most  great  statesmen  and  politicians,  includ- 
ing Walpole,  Napoleon  and  Talleyrand,  have 
been.  Be  it  far  from  me  to  entertain  such  an 
idea  as  this  of  a  man  who,  on  the  contrary, 


A  mon°tonous  feature  of  all  the  present  or- 
thodox lives  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  the  fidelitv 
with  which  they  set  forth  and  dwell  on  the 
idea  that  he  never  aspired  to  the  presidency  - 
that  he  never  desired  or  sought  the  honor  but 
that,  like  as  in  the  case  of  Antony,  thrice 
pressing  the  acceptance  of  the  imperial  crown 
and  thrice  being  rebuffed  therefor,  he  spurned 
even  the  very  idea  of  the  honor  sought  to  be 
done  him  Now,  what  is  the  real  truth  on  this 
subject  J  Years  ago  I  became  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Ward  H.  Lamm,  dead  less 
than  a,  year  since.  He  was  Lincoln's  closest 
rrjend.  He  accompanied  him  to  Washington 
as  his  body-guar'd  on  his  first  election.  Lin- 
coln subsequently  appointed  him  marshal  of 
the  District  of  Columbia.  As  such  he  made  it 
bis  first  business  to  look  after  the  personal 
safety  of  the  president. 

Some  years  since,  at  a  time  when  I  myself 
held  this  false  and  misleading  view  of  the 
character  of  Lincoln,  while  conversing  with 
Mr.  Lamm  m  Washington  I  asked  him  the 
question:  "Hill,  did  Lincoln  really  have 
presidential  aspirations  previous  to  his  nom- 
ination to  the  office?"  His  answer  was  in  ef- 
fect as  follows:  "I  have  had  it  from  his  own 
lips  that  he  never  knew  the  day  when  he  did 
not  desire  to  be.nay  when  he  did  not  firmly  be- 


was  gifted  with  susceptibility  and  sensibility 
of  cc  jscience  and  almost  supreme  tenderness 
ot  he  jrt  to  such  a  degree  that  more  than  one 
memMsr  of  his  cabinet  considered  it  a  defect  in 
a  ruler  under  the  presen}  state,  and  condition 
ot  the  world.  / 

It  is  said  by  one  of  Napoleon's  historians 
that  not  only  did  the  emperor  achieve  more 
than  any  other  mortal  man ;  not  only  was  he 
an  able  and  prolific  writer;  not  only  did  he 
utter  good  things' that  in  their  number  and 
pregnancy  surpass  those  of  any  wit :  but  that 
in  addition  to  these  claims  on  the  attention  of 
posterity,  there  is  that  in  his  career  and  in  his 
personality  which  endows  him  forever  with 
fascinating  interest. "  To  my  fancy,  nearly  all 
that  is  said  in  the  above  eulogy  on  Napoleon 

I can  be  applied  to  Lincoln.  Was  there  ever 
before  seen  or  known  in  these  United 
btates  a  man  so  generously  endowed  with  a 
unique  and  fascinating  personality  as  Abra- 
ham Lincoln?  In  point  of  fact,  it  was  so  en- 
tirely unique  and  its  fascination  brought  sun- 
shine and  warmth  to  such  large  numbers  of 
^e.PIatm  People"  of  the  country  that  our 
dilettante,  phansaical  politicians  and  journal- 
ists of  the  period-our  Chases,  our  Halsteads 
a  Sralths-  our  ambidexterous  Medills 

and  Whites  and  our  "fad"-nursing  Greelevs 
bumners,  et  id  genus  omne,  from  first  to  last 
ooked  upon  him  as  a  man  who  ought  to  be 
incontinently  and  forever  suppressed. 

It  has  been  well  said  of  Napoleon  that  the 
Europe  of  to-day  still  bears  the  impress  of  the 
mold  he  made  for  her;   that,  himself  inex- 

fi™;,  k?  aS  t  Sl?-iect'  he  furnishes  besides 
illimitable  matter  for  thought  and  discussion 

nnvHnn    ?7h  S°  far  aS  res'ards  this  Prominent 

Sirt  f  2ltlleneY  WorId'  the  same  be 
said  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  To  my  fancy,  also, 
f  we  could  only  illuminate  these  mercantile 
lives  ot  the  man,  this  inane  encyclopedia  con- 
cerning him,  supposed  by  its  woducers  to  be 
current     of     the     market,  "there    will  in 

lnn  literature  of  America.  Surely  the  time 
will  come,  must  come,  if  we  mean  to  do  proper 
honor  to  the  memory  of  the  man,  when  the 
three  distinct  epochs  of  his  life  will  be  set 
forth  by  some  head  and  hand  capable  of  so 
great  a  labor  of  love-namely :  His  vouth  up 
to  his  attainment  of  the  supreme  power  in  this 
republic;  the  period  during  which  that  sov- 
ereignty continued,  despite  of  those  political 
and  journaustic  "feists"  who  kept  perpetually 
barking  at  his  heels;  lastly  the  fateful  and 
finally  melancholy  period  which  preceded 
and  followed  "the  deep  damnation  of  his  tak 
ing-oft." 

'Isanwhile,  for  the  sake  of  the  man  and  of 

those  who  see  him  and  believe  in  him  as  he 
really-  was— kind,  just,  suceptible,  true  as 
steei  to  his  friends  and  with  an  almost  infinite 
Spirit  of  forbearance  toward  his  enemids  a 
man  m  prodigious  activity,  of  unexampled  in- 
sensibility to  privations  and  above  all  a  man 
subject  to  human  desires  and  passions— let  us 
have  no  more  lives  of  him  written  in  the 
tawdry  and  hollow  style  of  these  mere  mer- 
chantable productions  whose  great  merit— in 
the  eyes  of  their  collaborators— is  that  they 
perfectly  succeed  in  separating  the  president 
Lincoln  from  the  man  Lincoln. 


I  off  tha,the  would  be,  president  of  the  United 

>  ' 

Now,  here  was  a  man  with  few  if  auy  of 
Napoleon's  vices  of  character,  who  as  firmly 
believed  ,n  his  destiny  as  did  Napoleon,  with 
all  his  satanic  pride  and  deep  contemot  of  men 
10  that  which  he  called  "my  star."    And  yet 

I  wJ!a  a  Wi5  mole  bIest  with  w"at  is  called  the 
j  kindlier  side  of  one's  nature  than  Lincoln 
and  no  one  more  cursed  with  a  revoltingly  cruel 
and  wicked  side  to  his  than  Napoleon.  While 
tne  great  emperor  could  part  with  the 
woman  whom  he  really  did  love  for 
reasons  of  personal  ambition,  Lincoln 
who  •V  \ama^yr,t0  the  lastwith  a  woman 
who,  if  she  really  loved  him,  had  a  lamentably 
unique  way  of  showing  it.  While  Napoleon 
in  his  advance  into  Syria  could  in  cold  blood 
massacre  two  thousand  Turkish  prisoners  at 
Joppa,  in  nis  retreat  therefrom,  also  in  cold 
blooa  poison  some  fifty  or  sixty  of  his  own 
men  who  were  stricken  with  the  plague,  Lin- 

solL,°h  d  not  Puni6h  death  the  humblest 
soldier-boy  in  the  army  who  had  forfeited  his 
life  according  to  all  the  rules  of  war.  Napo- 
eon  s  lame  and  blasphemous  excuse  for  these 
horrid  deeds  was:  "I  could  not  take  them  Tthe 
piisoners]  with  me,  for  I  was  short  of  food,  and 
they  were  too  dangerous  to  let  loose." 

astw  «5?  merciful  Lincoln  was  as  ambitious 
hfj  at(  ,°CCaSlon  callecl  forit)  mostmerci- 
writin^aPfnIe0n-  And  yet  his  Wographers, 
writing  for  pure  mercantile  consumption,  in 
the  interest  of  their  own  pockets,  persist  n 

whatwarfHm?6  ^  ™*  ^oL^lLla 
wnat  Waid  Hill  Lamm  says  upon  this  point- 

nertfl  n?^™6  Tduring'  a  crisis  ln  the  early 
period  of  the  war  I  went  to  Mr.  Lincoln's  offi™ 

F  thene^^i°tUSe  and  found  the  doTlScked®0! 
rmen  passed  into  a  private  room  and  through  a 
tnTS6,  therefrom  into  the  print's  o°ffloe? 
k  7,  m  Vlnff  on  a  sofa.  evidently  sreatlv 
Sealed  with1  fh?*6  W  manifestly  g& 
look.  Political  and  military  out- 

* 

"So  soon  as  he  saw' me,  Mr.  Lincoln  inrmwi 

1  mTs*lln°T,Tg  POSition  a»d  advanced Sd 
me,  baying-  as  he  came:    'You  know  better  n,a„ 
any  other  man  that  from  my  boyhood  up  mv  am 
&VtaoV0thi?  r?^nt    1  a^  Presicfent^x 
'look  at  mP    flfW  country  at  least,  but 
looKatme.   I  wish  I  had  never  been  born,   it  is 
a  white  elephant  on  my  hands  ana  nara  to  man- 
age.   With  a  fire  in  front  and  rear,  having  to 
Icontend  with  the  jealousies  of  the  military  com- 
manders and  not  receiving-  that  cordial  co-oper- 
ation and  support  from  congress  which  ouulu 
[reasonably  be  expected,  with  an  active  and  for- 
I  imidable  enemy  in  the  field  threatening- the  very 
life  of  the  government,  my  position  is  not  by  any 
, means  a  bed  of  roses.' 

*  ^  *■ 

"Then  suddenly  brightening  up,  his  whole  nat- 
I  ure  seemed  to  suddenly  change.  I  could  see  a 
I  merry  twinkle  in  his  eye  as  he  said:  'If  lean 
only  keep  my  end  of  the  animal  pointed  in  the 
right  direction  I  will  yet  get  him  through  this 
infernal  jungle  and  then  get  my  end  of  him  and 
his  tail  placed  in  their  proper  relative  positions. 
I  have  never  faltered  in  my  faith  of  being  ulti- 
mately able  to  suppress  this  rebellion  and  of  re- 
uniting this  divided  country.  But  this  impro- 
vised vigilance  committee,  appointed  by  con- 
gress and  devised  to  watch  my  movements,  this 
committee  on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  is  a  mar- 
plot and  its  main  purpose  seems  to  be  to  hamper 
my  action  and  obstruct  the  military  opera- 
tions.' " 

# 

*  * 

In  the  above  we  have  Lincoln  in  one  of  his 
moments  of  overshadowing  depression ;  alone, 
as  it  were  forsaken  by  all  men,  and  yet  he  was 
not  wholly  cast  down.  His  mind  still  retained 
that  vast,  broad  and  deep  comprehension  and 
grasp  of  things  and  that  most  productive  and 
creative  power  which  is  exhibited  in  all  great 
men  in  the  history  of  the  world,  from  Alex- 
ander and  Cassar  to  Napoleon  and  Wellington 
—that  power  which  at  all  times  exhibited  the 
possession  of  resources  which  ordinary  men 
found  it  impossible  to  draw  on. 

■»  '  * 

-  And  how  altogether  different  the  two  men- 
Lincoln  and  Napoleon— acted  under  similar 
circumstance  of  depression.  Bonaparte,  when 
he  found  himself,  as  Lincoln  was  at  various  pe- 
riods the  object  of  the  jealousy  and  suspicion 
of  the  majority  of  congress,  the  object  of  the 
jealousy  and  suspicion  of  the  Paris  directory, 
thus  wrote  to  his  tormentors:  "I  warn  you 
and  I  speak  in  the  name  of  80,000  soldiers— 
the  army  of  Italy— that  the  time  when  cow- 
ardly lawyers  and  wretched  chatterers  had 
soldiers  guillotined  is  past,  and  if  you  force 
them  to  it  the  soldiers  of  Italy  will  come  to 
the  barrier  of  Clichy  with  their  general ;  but 
woe    to  vou!"    He  comolained  in  the  same 


communication,  alluding  to  a  Paris  club,  that  I 
his  life  was    threatened   by    the  "daggers 
of  Cliehy."    It  was  not  long  after  this  that 
we  find  him  with  the  aid  of   his  follower, 
Angereau,  purging  the  "directory"  by  force  | 
of  arms,  as  Lincoln  in  due  course  of  time 
purged  congress  by  the  force  of  that  indomita- 
ble unchangeableness  of  will  which  with  him 
took  the  place  of  that  reliance  on  fortune,  on  j 
what  he  called  his  star,  which  never  deserted  i 
Napoleon  even  when  his  character  and  habits  I 
had  degenerated  into  the  recklessness  of  the 
mere  gambler,  until  he  exhibited  the  weakness 
of  the  pettiest  sham  king  of  then  ,;.  sescAd. 
the  intrigues  and  meannesses  of  that  iniita-  P 
tive  court  at  St.  Helena,  that  sad  close  of  the 
most  stupendous  story  ever  perused  by  the 
student  of  history. 

*  * 

Happily  for  Lincoln,  to  the  last  his  clear- 
sightedness never  grew  dim,  his  faith  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  his  country  and  its  govern- 
ment never  wavered,  his  life  never  degener-  ■ 
ated  into  a  mania  of  selfishness  which  could 
brook  no  other  opinion  nor  consider  any  inter- 
est other  than  his  own.     AN  OLD-TIMER. 


f  Napoleoiffand  Lincoln. 

;|  Editor  Buffalo  Express:— Curiously 
Miough  the  war  in  Europe  has  demon- 
strated beyond  doubt  that  Napoleon  I 
was  a  prophet  of  startling  prescience.' 
jOn  February  11,  1809,  the  day  before 
•Uncolns    birthday,    he    wrote:  "My 
,  memory  will  not  store  a  single  alexan- 
drine verse;  but  I  do  not  forget  one 
syllable  of  the  regimental  returns.  I 
am  fond  of  tragedy,  but  were  all  the 

'Sa^  World  there  on  one  si<ie 

?L  Zfndrthe  "Stoental  returns  on 
the  other  I  would  not  so  much  as 
glance  at  the  dramas,  while  every  line 

wither/1? ent!J  returns  wou!d  be  ^ad 
with  the  closest  attention." 

^Did  an  all-knowing  spirit  move  him 

°nowYnr^H  !limSelf  in  this  ma*S 
knowing  that  on  the  morrow  should 
be  born  the  man  whose  life  is  at  once  i 

paraSrt^w^6^'  alone  and  ™! ' 
paralleled?    Who  can  doubt  that  both 

men  were  raised  by  divine  Providence 
SaH^U,rP°?f  DOt  fulIy  Perceived  nor 
If? >  lh!  *hy-  U-e  Wise  of  the  world.  If 
n  the  beginning  the  birth  of  Lincoln 

agaednta  on  t?eCt'  thr°Ugh  an  *J£K£ 
lot  in  tL^  ?reer  of  NaPoIeon,  it  is 
not  m  the  least  surprising  that  his  ir 

x-  eoruary      ]809,  and  that  his  star  wao 
j  slowly,  but  surely,  decreasing  in  mSr 
!°/lve  way  in  the  distant  future  to  the 
nse  and  fame  of  Lincoln.   If,  therefore  ' 

Z,  *  }}Las  .mysteriously  adjusted  to 
leach  other  in  the  beginning,  it  would 

be  gross  imprudence  to  hold  that  thJ 
,  results  of  their  lifework  are  leaf relat- 

fh,  t0  eac£  other  in  end.  wfctn 
thus  confidently  hope  that  from  the 
E  yslan  fl e]ds  Napoleon  and™c^ 


o  (4  1  K  <\  5  "\ 


The     Little  Schoolmaster's 
Classroom 


T  I  7  HEN  manufacturers  began  to 
VV  specialize  in  the  manufacture 
of  wearing  apparel  for  stout 
women,  they  were  considerably 
worried  by  the  problem   of  how 


best  to  address  their  audience.  It 
would  not  do  simply  to  talk  to  the 
stout  woman  in  man-to-man  fash- 
ion. Her  stoutness  was  something 
she  wanted  to  be  reminded  of  gently, 
if  at  all.  Verbal  circumlocution 
was  necessary  and  the  manufactur- 
ers were  quick'  to  see  the  point. 

Perhaps,  however,  the  School- 
master had  better  take  back  that 
remark  about  talking  in  "man-to- 
man" fashion.  For  it  is  a  fact  that 
men,  also,  are  sensitive  about  their 
avoirdupois  or  lack  of  it,  and  -their 
height,  or  their  lack  of  it. 

It  is  interesting,  therefore,  to  see 
how  Wallach  Brothers,  in  a  cur- 
rent newspaper  advertisement,  ad- 
dress the  man  who  needs  an 
odd-size  suit.  The  advertisement 
contains  an  illustration  picturing 
Lincoln  and  Napoleon,  each  slightly 
exaggerated,  the  one  to  give  the 
impression  of  extreme  height  and 
slenderness,  and  the  other  of  ex- 
treme shortness  and  corpulency. 

"Are  you  a  man  of  'genius' 
stature?"  inouires  the  copy,  and 
continues :  "Built  like  Lincoln  or 


Napoleon — short,  stout,  tall,  slim? 
You're  lucky  in  this  clearance  sale. 
'Genius'  sizes  in  Hart  Schaffner  & 
Marx  suits." 

What  man  could  object  to  being 
reminded  of  his  obesity  if, 
at  the  same  time,  he  were 
reminded  that  many  great 
men  of  history  were  simi- 
larly blessed  by  nature? 

Believe  it  or  not,  manu- 
facturers of  mop  handles 
recently  held  a  trade  prac- 
tice conference,  with  their 
feet  under  the  same  table 
with  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission.  Mop-stick 
makers,  we  are  told,  have 
about  a  dozen  plants,  scat- 
tered from  Maine  to  Cali- 
fornia. 

Here  are  some  of  the 
shady  practices  that  the 
mop-stick  men  are  presum- 
ably guilty  of,  for  all  of 
these  subjects  were  sched- 
uled to  be  threshed  out : 
Price  discrimination,  de- 
ception, imitation  of  trade-marks, 
defamation  of  a  competitor,  induc- 
ing breach  of  contract  and  devia- 
tion from  standards. 

The  Schoolmaster  resists  the 
temptation  to  suggest  that  here  is 
an  industry  that  is  in  for  a  mop- 
ping up. 

*  #  * 

Brown  Joyce,  of  The  Wallace 
Barnes  Company,  rises  in  Class  to 
remark  that  the  casual  reference 
to  a  competitor,  when  mentioned, 
as  the  second  best  manufacturer  in 
his  line,  is  more  effective  than  any 
abuse  might  be.  Maybe  some  of 
the  mop-stick  makers  should  pon- 
der this. 

But  we  must  not  point  a  scornful 
finger  at  the  mop-stickers,  for 
probably  there  is  not  a  single  in- 
dustry that  is  spotless  of  deliberate 
sin.  What  a  Utopia  there  would 
be  on  earth  if  every  business  man 
were  to  conduct  his  affairs  accord- 
ing to  the  Golden  Rule  ! 

*  *  * 

Pressure  has  been  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Post  Office  Department 


RE  you  a  man 
or  genius 
stature? 


Built  like  Lincoln  or 
Napoleon  . . .  short, 
stout,  tall,  slim  ? 
You're  lucky  in 
this  clearance 

SALE! 


